The prevention of post partum haemorrhage: optimising routine management of the third stage of labour.
This paper concerns itself with the use of oxytocic therapy as part of the routine management of the third stage of labour. It attempts to answer three different questions: (1) do oxytocics reduce the risk of post partum haemorrhage (PPH) when used during the routine management of the third stage of labour? (2) does the clinical package of active management reduce the risk of PPH (3) which is the best oxytocic to use during routine active management of the third stage? It attempts to answer these questions by presenting the evidence from formal meta-analytical reviews of the randomised controlled trials of the pertinent intervention and by presenting the results of the two trials that were undertaken as a result of the hypotheses which were generated from the formal reviews.